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How handwriting is taught throughout Galley Hill Primary
 
Handwriting skills are taught regularly and systematically. Children in Lower School are taught to form individual letters appropriately and accurately first so that they can read what they write. The order that we teach letter formations follows Read, Write Inc. Handwriting lessons focus on upper and lower case letters, taught in letter families. This begins in reception.

Early Years Foundation Stage
EYFS children should: 
Be given opportunities to develop arm muscles 
Take part in activities to develop gross motor skills such as air-writing, pattern making and dancing
Complete exercises to develop fine motor skills such as mark making on paper, whiteboards, sand trays, finger gym and dough disco
Learn the letter shapes taught by Read, Write Inc to familiarize letter shapes, formation and vocabulary- Handwriting Stage 1 (reception)
Learn number formation using Ten Town formation rhymes
  
Year One 
Year one children should: 
Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
Be taught letter formation in the Read, Write Inc. set one sound order so that they understand which letters are formed in similar ways and to practise these. Handwriting Stage 1 and 2. 
Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 
Write with finger spaces between words accurately 
Form capital letters accurately 
Form digits 0-9 correctly formed and orientated 
Make links with phonics and spelling 

Year Two  
Year two children should: 
Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 
Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left not joined- Handwriting Stage 3: 
· Arm joins to small letters e.g. am 
· Arm join to tall letters e.g. al 
· Arm joins to sister (belly) letters e.g. nd 
· Washing line joins to small letters e.g. ow 
· Washing line joins to tall letters e.g. wl 
· Washing line joins to sister (belly) letters e.g. wa 
· Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one ✓ another and to lower case letters 
· Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 

Year Three and Year Four children should be taught:  
Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left not joined
Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, e.g. by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch.
 
Year Five and Six children should:  
Write legibly, fluently, with increasing speed and personal style by. 
Choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding, as part of their personal style, whether or not to join specific letters 
Choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task (e.g. quick notes, letters)
Link handwriting to spelling  
Black ink pens (biros) are used as soon as children are ready  
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